




















INTRODUCTION

The prince William Sound Commercial Fisheries. Management Area is
located i.n the northcentral Gulf of Alaska, and comprises all of the drain
ages in Alaska from Cape Suckling on the east to Cape Fairfield on the west.
Thi s area encompasses the water of Cantrell er Bay, Copper Ri ver, Pr; nce
Will fam Sound and several smal1 rivers· and streams entering the Copper River
Delta and Gulf of 'Alaska. In land area, the Prince William Sound Commerc.ial
Ffsheries~~anagement Area includes approximately 38,000 square miles, most
of which ts drained by the Copper River·entering the Gulf of Alaska east of
Prince \'1111 tam Sound (Figure 1).

SALMON

The Prince Wi11iam Sound Manaoement Area ;s divided into eleven salmon
management districts (Figure 1} and five salmon management subdistri.cts
which conform to geographical and biological distribution of the salmon
species harvested.

Bering River district includes all the VJater between Cape Martin on the
west and Cape Suckling on the east including Controller Bay and Katalla Bay.
This small drift gill net salmon fishery harvests about one percent of the
Area's sockeye catch and about 25 percent of the coho catch. Small incidental
catches of king, pink and chum salmon are taken during each season and amount
to less than one percent of the district catch. During the peak of the 1977
spri n'g fi shery 52 uni ts of gear were fi shed, and 29 duri ng the coho fi s·hery .

Copper River district includes all the water between Cape Martin on
the east and Hook Point, Hinchinbrook Island on the west, and is separated
from Prince William Soundls Eastern district by a boundary line from Boswell
Rock, Hinchinbrook Island to the radio tower at Whitshed Village on the
mainland shore southwest of Cordova. The Copper River district supports the
major drift gill net salmon fishery of the area, and harvests all five
species of salmon although the target species of the district are sockeye
duri ng the spri ng and summer fi shery, and coho in the fall. The di stri ct
fishery harvests about 97 percent of the Area's king salmon catch,·65 percent
af the sockeye, 72 percent of the coho and incidental amounts of"pink'oand
chum salmon. During the peak of the spring sockeye fishery 449 units of
drift gill net gear was fished, 48 during the summer period and 194 during
the coho fishery.

The Unakwik district is located in the northcentral part of Prince
William Sound and includes the water of northern Unakwik Inlet, north of
61° 01' N. lat. The district was established to harvest 5mall runs of sock
eye salmon returning to' Cowpen lake and Miner's lake systems. Usually less
than 10,000 sockeye are taken each year. In 1977 the district sockeye catch
of 7,912 represented less than one percent of the Area's sockeye catch.

The Unakwik season coincides with the Coghill district season and gear.
Both purse seine and drift gill net gear is fished from June 18 until the
end of the general season. In 1977, during the peak of the season 16 ·units
of drift gill net gear were being fished.

Coghill district, located in northwestern Prince Wflliam Sound includes
all of the water of Port Wells north of 60° 48' 30 11 N. lat., all the \!Jater
within ane nautical mile of the south shore of Esther Islano. including






























































































































































































































